
 

 

Volume 1, number 2 August, 2012 

Center for Evolution and Cancer 
University of California San Francisco 

Newsletter 

Summer 2012 
This Newsletter highlights past and upcoming events and 
various other items related to Cancer and Evolution 

Contents 

Page 1 The Second International 
Biannual Evolution and 
Cancer Conference 

Page 2 Seminars 

Programs 

Postdoc opportunities 

Workshops 

Page  3 Recent Publications 

 

 

Editor: Aurora M. Nedelcu, University of New Brunswick, Biology 
Department, Fredericton, NB, Canada E3B 5A3; anedelcu@unb.ca 
Co-Editors: Carlo C. Maley and C. Athena Aktipis, University of California 
San Francisco, Center for Evolution and Cancer, San Francisco, CA 
94115;carlo.maley@ucsf.edu; aktipis@asu.edu  

 

The Center for Evolution and Cancer (CEC) and the Helen Diller 
Family Comprehensive Cancer Center at the University of California 
San Francisco will host the Second International Biannual Evolution 
and Cancer Conference (IBECC), June 12-16, 2013. IBECC brings 
together cancer researchers, clinicians, evolutionary biologists and 
social scientists from around the world to address the applications of 
evolutionary thinking to cancer research and treatment.  The theme of 
the 2013 conference is “From Unicellularity to Multicellularity and 
Back Again.” The two foci are: 1) cancer suppression in the evolution 
of multicellularity and 2) applying insights from the evolution of 
unicellular organisms to the study of cancer. IBECC 2013 will feature 
Keynote Speaker Mel Greaves and a special performance by Baba 
Brinkman of “The Rap Guide to Evolution.”  More information soon:  

http://cancer.ucsf.edu/evolution/conference-2013 and 

http://www.unbf.ca/vip/CEC/ 
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• Douglas E. Brash – Yale School of Medicine.  
• Sunlight, Stochasticity, and Non-mutational Events in  

the Evolution of Precancers and Melanoma.  
September 18th, 12 pm 

• Mel Greaves – Institute of Cancer Research, London.  
• Clonal architecture and evolution in childhood leukemia.   

September 24th, 4 pm 
• John Pepper – National Cancer Institute.  

• How to avoid Acquired Drug Resistance in Cancer Therapy.  
November 13th, 10 am 

-‐ For additional information go to http://www.unbf.ca/vip/CEC/Seminars.html  

The Center for Evolution and Cancer at UCSF is offering various opportunities for scientists at all levels 
to visit research labs and interact with researchers working at the interface between evolution and cancer. 
For information go to http://www.unbf.ca/vip/CEC/Visiting program.html 

• Center for Evolution and Cancer, UCSF (Athena Aktipis and Carlo Maley) 
o Application of life history theory to cancer biology  

• Université Montpellier II, France (Michael Hochberg); 2 positions  
o Understanding cancer progression and chemotherapeutic treatments, employing 

mathematical models and/or computer modeling  
o Evolutionary models of cancer progression and therapies 

• Yale University (Jeffrey Townsend) 
o Bioinformatics  

• Moffitt Cancer Center (Robert Gatenby)  
o The role of accumulating mutations and loss of mitochondrial energy production to induce 

a cellular phase transition leading to cancer.  
• Center for Computational Neuroscience at NeuroTexas Institute at St. David’s HealthCare 

(Matthew C. Cowperthwaite)  
o Evolutionary Genetics of Glioblastoma Multiformae 

For more information go to: http://www.unbf.ca/vip/CEC/Post-doc opportunities.html  

A one-week summer course on Evolutionary Foundations for Medicine and Public Health 
–  Special focus on cancer and infectious diseases – was held at the Mount Desert Island 
Biological Laboratory, August 6-10, 2012. Lectures were videotaped and will be available 
to the general public.  For more information go to 
http://www.mdibl.org/courses/Evolution_and_Medicine/398/
Several CEC faculty have participated in the BEYOND Center “Cancer Forum” Workshop 
– Evolution, development and cancer: connecting the dots – at the Arizona State 
University, February 9-10, 2012 (http://cancer-insights.asu.edu/category/workshops/).
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